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Abstract
During June 2@ Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust and Northlight Heritage undertofdurth field season of
the Glenshee Archaeology Project which continued researching the prehistoric and early me
archaeology of Glenshee for the benefit of both residents and visitors to the area.
The 205 season focused on the excavatioha series bevaluation trenches over a complex of at least tht
adjacent longhouses located to the east of a ring caifhe complex exhibits many of the characteristics
the classic 'Pitcarmick type' with rounded ends, an oval enclosure attached to one éxtathand signs o
at least some slightly sunkenternal areas.A total of six trenches were opened which fged on evaluating
the characterand preservation of the building walls and internal aredsenches also evaluated the ov
enclosure attachedo the southrwestern endof one longhouse and the external aréathe south of the
longhouses.The walls of the structures appeared, in general, to be constructed from a combination ¢
and stone although well preserved turf layers in the wall @ ttorthern most building appear to show a wi
composed of an inner and outer shaf turf with an earthen core.A series of internal features and depos
were also uncovered including substantial layers of stone work in the centre of one of the bajildosy

holes and burnt layersOne of the most distinctive features encountered was a substantial pit in the ce
of the oval enclosure containing a series of distinctive fills, including turf layers. Artefacts recovered in
fragments of flint, caroded iron pieces, small pottery fragments and a spgnahorl with incised markings.

1. Introduction

11

This report outlines the results tfie fourth year of a five yeararchaeological survey and excavatjmoject at

Lair, Glenshee, as part of ader and developing Glenshee Archaeology Project (GAP). Bo#rdhaeological

work at Lair andthe wider GAP programme seek to address a research agenda relating to upland archaeology

of the area. More specifically this relates to the suggested PigtishA (i Ol AME D1t 2y IK2dza Sa T2 dzy
how they relate to sites from other periods which are often located nearby.

1.2

The Laiproject wasinitially designed toanswer questions about the nature and datetafo such Pitcarmick

type structures alongwith other potential archaeological features in the surrounding landsdapkiding the
character, age and extent of any buried archaeological deposits within, beneath and around what was visible on
the surface. It was hoped that the results of the etn2 ¥ G KS Wt A G OF NYAO1 Q & NHzO G dzN
potential archaeological features in the surrounding landscapeg with analysis of the wider geophysical and
topographical surveysver a three year periodwould highlight areas to target iarder to explore broader
patterns of change in the upland archaeology of Glensha@be project was subsequently extended for a
further two yearsand has incorporated palaesnvironmental work carried out on nearby peats along with
placename studies and aider programme of aerial photograpHhgtrachan, Sneddon, Tippirgd Paterson
forthcoming)

1.3

The project was carried out through a community archaeology approach. This provided learning opportunities

for participants through involvement in fieldwarkleskbased research and through the dissemination of the

results. Active participation in the excavation involved both members of the local community and volunteers

from further afield. In additionbespoke activities were provided fpupils fromBlargowrie High SchoolAn

W2 LISy Q SEOFGFiGA2y LIfAOe SyO2dzN} ISR Qrarita oé (GKS Lz

14
The project was envisaged and instigated by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust and delivered in partnership with
Northlight Heriage.



Project background

15

This project aims to add some much needed depth to the available information on the Pitcéypedbuildings

of north-east Perthshire. While many of these elongated turf and timber houses of the late first millennium

have bee@ identified in this upland area, initially by the Royal Commission of Ancient & Historical Monuments
{O02Gf YR RdzZNAYy3 &adzNBSea Ay (GKS t13S mopynQa ow/!la{ wm
understood. In addition to this very felsave been excavated to date, the notable exception being thetgjte

itself at Pitcarmick(Barrett & Downes 1993 & 199€arver et al2013). These turf and timber structures are

particularly important given, with the exception of Viking settlementhia Outer Isles, early medieval buildings

are rarely found elsewhere in Scotland.

1.6

Like Pitcarmick itself, the site at Lair (Figure 3) comprises a relatively dispersed settlement of long houses on the
site of an earligrprobable late Bronze Age or Iréwge,settlement ofround houses At Lair these are located
around a ringcairn oflikely earlyBronze Age date. Thesults of thepilot season in 2012Strachan & Sneddon

2012) which focused on one of thlong houses, and the second season in 2012¢Ban & Sneddon 2013),

which focussed on the longhouse adjacent to that excavated in 2012 while continuing work on the 2012
longhouse suggested early pdieval activity had occurred at the site. Tthéd season, in 2014uilt on these

results bycontinuing the excavation of the second longhouse whilst also trial trenching two other longhouse
type structures

1.7

The project was primarily funded by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust with suppidre@ociety of Antiquaries
of Scotland, The Gannochy Trand HistoricEnvironmentScotland Outreach work with Blairgowrie High
School was carried as part of the projectn addition many parts of the local community contributed
significantly to the success of the project. These included landowner Davistddp&Ececamp Glenshee,
Mount Blair Community Council, The Glenshee Pottiny, Clan MacThomas SocieBlairgowrie Area Roads
Office andPerth and Kinross Council.

2. Location, Geology and Topography

2.1

The site of Lair is located in Glenshee, Partd Kinross (NGR: NO 1394 6378) and is situated on heather and
grass covered terraces of a south facing slope (Figi®e T'he elevated position, at a height of between c. 360
m and 380 m AOD, affords good views with the Shee Water running c. 600 ma &ash The site lies within

the eastern limit of Forest of Clunie SSSI and just within the soutimrindary of Cairngorms National Park.

2.2

The underlying bedroclat Lairconsists of Mount Blair Psammitnd Semipelite Formation (Metamorphic)
while the superficial deposits consist of gladiovial gravels, sands and silts (British Geological Survey 1:50000
digital data).

3. Archaeological and Historical Context

3.1

Lair and the wider landscape of Glenshee has an excellent range of well preserard apthaeological sites
examplesof which can be found more widely across much of needist Perthshire (Smith 1895; RCAHMS
1990).
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Hgure 1: Site Location

3.2
The site at Lair comprises a complex of upstanding archaeological remains (Fid\ppedix1 - Table 7).
These include a series of prehistoric sites comprising acdairg (HER no: MPK445%e Table 7 for NMRS

b 2)Qa kerbcairn (HER no: MPK4452), hicles (HER no: MPK4455, MPK4469 & MPK4461) and a burnt
mound (HER nd1PK4470).

3.3
A =ries of Pitcarmickype structures, likely dating to the first millennium AD, have also been riot#te area
(Figure 2) These are all located at Lair and include the main structures noted on Figure 3 (HER no: MPK4456 &

MPK4384) along with another twoositioned to the northwest (HER no: MPK4460) and seetst (HER no:
MPK4442) of this.



3.4

The landscape also holds remains from later farming perigigire 2which primarily comprise of a series of
Farmsteads (HER no: MPK4435, MPK4445, MPK4440ABRKAPK9114 & MPK4459) and individual buildings
along with related enclosures of varying s{HER no: MPK4451, MPK44MBK4450, MPK4444, MPK4399 &

MPK4443). Twareascontaining shieling huts have be@neviouslyrecorded (HER no: MPK4392 & MPK4400)
alongwith a mill (HER no: MPK4410).

3.5

Other cultural records in the area relate to the Caulfields Military Road which runs up Glenshee (HER no:
MPK5959) and a series of memorial stones (HER no: MPK15070, MPK16161 & MPK4489).
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Figure 21 ocation ofarchaeological sites at Laandthe surrounding landscap@®&KHTHERextract)

3.6

These remains clearly date to a number of different periadd exhibit the diverse range of archaeological sites
present in this upland landscape.



3.7

Previousseasoms, in 2012 2013 and 2014(Strachan & Sneddon 2012013 & 2014, focused onthe partial
excavation ofwo potentialY SRA S @I £ Wt A { Olsatlak(Bujldingsli&e2| BRjure JzZhhe Buldingl
were both south-east to northwest orientated rectanguér structures defined by turf banksTheylay end to
end and were nextd, and alignedwith, a prehistoric ring cairn. A summary of the results from the previous
excavations is given below.

2012

3.8

The 2012 season focused on the partial excavationtha most northwesterly potential early medieal

Wt A GO NI A O (Buildingl).J8he 6xdakatioR freyiches were located at either end of the building. The
north western most trench revealed the remains of collapsed turf banks that would have dotmeerounded

end of the building. This end of the building, constructed on a slight slope, contained no sign of stone footings
for the turf wall although the frequent stone mixed in with the slumped turf material may indicate a former
footing that has ben incorporated into the bank material as it decomposed and worked its way down slope.
The south eastern trench revealed similar collapsed turf walls with no evidence for stone footings, although
areas of well preserved turf banking were noted. A probabitrance was located along with a pit inside the
south eastern end of the structure. A roughly east to west running linear depression containing evidamce of
situ burning at its base was located running beneath the east of the structure and appeaiethtediately
predate the construction of the turf walls of the main structure.

3.9

Significant finds from the 2012 season included a flint arrowhead and a series of iron artefacts, including two
knives and two buckles. Initial radiocarbon dates obtaifreth the excavation indicated the building was in

use between the seventh and ninth centuries AD.

2013

3.10

The 2013 season focused on the excavation of two trenabies over each of the twpotential early medieval

Wt Al Ol NIYA O Nlocatedlddjfcend wziheriRgh ofid (Buildings1 & 2), one of which wasinitially
examined in 201ZBuildingl). The main excavation trenatncompassed the nortiwvestern half ofBuilding2

while the other was located over a section of defining turf bank on thehreastern side ofBuilding 1.
Underneath the collapsed turf walls of the smaller structure a huge concentration of stone was revealed
possibly relating to a stone foundation. At the base of both trenches a series of postholes and pits were
uncovered whih may form part of a timber structure relating to the turf longhouses or form part of earlier
prehistoric activity visible in the form of the negrbing cairn and round houses.

3.11

A series of iron artefactsincluding two more kniveswere recovered fom both trenches and further
radiocarbon datesobtained from the excavati®over both buildings, again suggested that the buildings were
in use between the seventh and ninth centuries AD.

3.12

A series of smaller trenches were also excavated during3,2@er features to the soutieast of the turf
longhouses Theseaevealed a series of likely clearance cairns, a stone defined circular structure and a possible
routeway.



2014

3.13

The 201 season focused on the excavation of one trench ditding2 at Lair also examined in 2013Two
further rectangularbuildings Buildingst & 7) their associated enclosures along with two further areas holding
archaeological potential, all located to the sotghst of the main trench, were also trial trenched.

3.14

The main excavation trench, ovBuilding2 adjacent to the ring cairn, revealed a wide oval central hearth along
with a well preserved section of turf wall at the far sotghstern end where large boulders, rolled from the
kerb of the adjacent ring @@, had afforded some protection to the turf wall layers from later cultivation.
Radiocarbon dating of the hearth has suggested that iswause between the eighth tenth centuries AD

3.15

The smaller trenches, over features to the soetiist d the turf longhouses, revealeBuildings6 and 7 to
contain more stone in their construction compared ®uildingsl and 2to the north, particularlyBuilding6
where a well preserved low stone wall was uncovered. Earth and stone enclosure banks andlidepvgué
also associated with thedeuildings One sherd of green glazed pottery was recovered from one of the drip

gullies. The remaining two trenches identified a clearance cairn @mediously unidentified area of
archaeological potential

4. Summay Obijectives
Thegeneral aims 02015 season were
I Toimprove our understanding of the Pitcarmigfe structures at Laiy
I To provide opportunities for the partjgation and learning amongst the community and;

1 To contribute to a wider awareness anddarstanding of the value of the archaeology and heritage of
Glenshee.

The specific objectives of this season of the project were:

1 Toinvestigate andassess the natutedate and sequence of the construction gpecificPitcarmick
buildings(Buildings3, 4& 5)and establish any relationship between the buildings;

1 To identify if any evidence exists for reconstruction or maintenance afel@nghouses along with
the process of abandonment (such as deliberate destruction or decay through neglect);

1 To recoer palaeeenvironmental and artefactual evidence that could be used to date the construction
and use of the monument;

i To engage local schools and members of the Glenshee and wider community in the process of
discovery and communicate the results of therlwto them.



5. Methodology

Excavation

5.1

Sixtrenches(Trenches 226) were excavated over the course of the Bfield season and all concentrated on
the collection of longhouse®B(iildings3-5) located to the east of the ring cairn (Figure 3).eyTtvere located
primarily to evaluate specific features visible on the surface.

52

All archaeologicalfeatures encountered within the excavation trenchesere photographed, sampled and
recorded in accordance with guidelines for best archaeological pmcis set out by the Institute for
Archaeologists (IFA)The written record of all archaeological features, deposits and finds was by means of
conventional pro forma sheets Scaled handdrawn plans were made at 1:20 and sections at 1:High
resolution digital images were taken Al trenches andfeatures wereaccurately locatedising survey data
captured during previous years of the project (Strachan & Sneddon-2012) This prior survey had utilised a
subcm Differential Global Positioning SystenthwWGNSIRTK Network (Leica GSQ8ith the results being
processed with CAD anilcGIS Elevatedaerial photographs were taken of the site during excavation from a
SmallUnmannedAircraft (SUA- see section 53).

Aerial Photography

53

Low level air pbtographs were captured by Eddie Marfotographyof both the excavation and nearby sites,
using a Small Unmanned Aircraft (SUA) carrying an OlympusPed \Eith visual feedback from the camera to
allow accurate photography. A series of overlappiegtival images from slightly different positions were
captured and processed in AgiSoft Photoscan Professional to remove optical distortions and produce a rectified
3D point cloud and textured mesh, from which a fully redtiféD orthophoto was generated.

6. Results

6.1

A total of 16 small finds were recovereduring the excavation whichcludedslag ), stone 6), pottery (3,
Iron (4), Flint (1) and Bone (1pee Appendix .1 A further three general find were recovered including Flint,
Stone and asmall piece of Iron.A total of five bulk environmental samples weralso taken from specific
contexts. 197 digital photographs were taken during the course of the fieldwaldng with a series of aerial
images taken by Eddie Martin Photographummaryconcordance lists are provided in Appendiwiile full
details of individual contexts are contained in the site archivethe following paragraphs numbers in brackets
indicate uniquecontextnumbers issued in the fieldWhere these numbers are bolbday represent feature or
cut numbers.

10



Figure 3: Trench location and topographic/site survey
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